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900 Pemberton Road, Baltimore, MD  21212 

Phone:  410-887-3600  Fax:  410-887-3601 
 

 Mrs. Hollenbeck, Principal          Mrs. Malinowski, Assistant Principal        Mrs. Stevens, Assistant Principal 

 

November, 2016 

Message From the Principal 
 

Welcome to the second marking period!  The beginning of this school year brought with it a few new staff members, a few 

new students, and a few new grading policies and procedures.  Change is hard and can often be confusing.  Thank you to 

everyone who has participated in constructive conversations which allowed clarification, refinement, and dialogue about the 

new items.  We look forward to continuing the conversations with BCPS, parents, and students regarding the grading and 

reporting procedures in order to ensure a fair and equitable process for all of our students.  

 

During the first quarter, we welcomed hundreds of special generational people to Generations Day on October 19
th

 and 20
th

.  

Wonderful experiences were had and several people emailed me commenting on their experience. Look for candid images 

to be in the 2016-2017 Stoneleigh yearbook and on the school website within the school gallery, soon.  

 

As we enter the second quarter, teachers and students have hit their stride and settled into class management, routines, and 

instruction as witnessed by the administration while out and about the building and classrooms. Evidence of student learning 

and feedback is found in the hallways and inside the classrooms.  Students have read multiple fiction and non-fiction texts 

and grappled with math investigating the answers to questions like:  

 What can we learn when we try new things? 

 How do friends depend on each other? 

 What makes a person memorable? 

 How are numbers represented? 

 What are the meanings of multiplication? 

 How does the base ten system apply to representing numbers using exponents? 

 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 brought the Stoneleigh School Sock-hop the culminating activity of the two week dance 

residency, a partnership between the school and the PTA.  Check out the pictures in the Baltimore Sun at 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/towson/ph-tt-stoneleigh-sockhop-1105-pg-photogallery.html. 

There is even talk of something dance related next year, stay tuned.  

 

I saw a great cartoon recently that said, “Welcome to Maryland where you get a sunburn on Monday and frostbite on 

Tuesday.”  Given the relatively warm temperatures and unusually cold temperatures of late October and now November it 

seems accurate.  I mention the weather because the season of bad weather is just 

around the corner.  We want to make sure that student and staff safety remains at the 

forefront of everyone’s mind. Page 2 of the Parent/Staff Handbook speaks to arrival 

procedures while a “Kiss and Go” map is included in the back of the handbook.  For 

students who are transported by parents they should not arrive before 8:30 a.m. as 

teachers are not “on duty” prior to this time.  Students should be dropped off at the 

“Kiss and Go” location within the parking lot using the entrance at the corner of 

Pemberton and Copeleigh Roads.  Drop off can occur between 8:30 a.m. and 8:45 a.m.  Students may be dropped off along 

the sidewalk which starts after the black fencing.  School personnel will be there to receive students and allow you the 

opportunity to “kiss (your child) and go.” Please do not drop off children on Pemberton as there is no crosswalk or 

personnel to ensure safety of the students. Dropping off students on Pemberton disrupts the flow of “Kiss and Go” traffic.  

How did this happen?   

 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/baltimore-county/towson/ph-tt-stoneleigh-sockhop-1105-pg-photogallery.html
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We continue to have families bring their dog(s) onto school property. If you see a neighbor walking their dog(s) to and/or 

from school please remind them to keep their pets on Pemberton Road.  It is requested within the Stoneleigh 

Parent/Student Handbook as follows:  “In keeping with our ongoing effort to assure safety for our students, we are 

requesting that no pets be brought into the school building or on to school property during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m.” 

 

With all the pressure that is associated with the short four weeks between Thanksgiving and winter breaks, make sure to take 

some time for your family to relax and recharge, even if they are small moments here and there.  

 

Calendar of Events 

 

November 11, 2016 - Elementary Conference Day, Schools Closed for Elementary Students 

November 14-18, 2016 - American Education Week 

 Monday-11/14/16, Grade 2 Visitation from 9-11:00 a.m. 

 Tuesday-11/15/16, Kindergarten and Grade 5 Visitation from 9-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday-11/16/16, Grade 1 Visitation from 9-11:00 a.m. 

 Thursday-11/17/2016, Grade 4 Visitation from 9-11:00 a.m. 

 Friday-11/18/2016, Grade 3 Visitation from 9-11:00 a.m. 

November 22, 2016 - Board of Education Meeting, Building E, 6:30 p.m. 

November 24-25, 2016 - Schools Closed-Thanksgiving Holiday 

December 1, 2016 - Fifth Grade Orientation to Dumbarton Middle School, 10:00 a.m. 

December 6, 2016 - Vocal and Steel Drum Concert, 7:00 p.m. 

Board of Education Meeting, Building E, 7:00 p.m. 

December 8, 2016 - PTA Board Meeting, Stoneleigh Library, 7:00 p.m. 

December 9, 2016 - Professional Development, Schools Close at 12:15 p.m. 

December 13, 2016 - Instrumental Music Concert, 7:00 p.m. 

December 20, 2016 - Board of Education Meeting, Building E, 6:30 p.m. 

December 22, 2016 - Schools Closed at the end of day for Winter Break 

January 3, 2017  - Schools Reopen after winter break 

January 10, 2017 - Board of Education Meeting, Building E, 7:00 p.m. 

January 13, 2017 - Second Marking Period Ends, all schools close 3 hours early 

Volunteer Training 

 

Everyone must be volunteered trained!  If you have not already become volunteer certified, please consider doing so online, 

it only takes a few minutes.  All volunteers must complete the volunteer application and participate in an orientation/training 

session annually.  It is so easy to do: 

 

1. Complete the BCPS Application for Volunteer Services, online.  Please note that the 

application is not stored online and the school has no way of confirming the application has been 

completed.  

2. View the online training.  You will be provided with a certificate once you successfully 

complete the training.   

3. Submit the application and the valid training certificate to the school.  Volunteers may provide hard copies or the 

documents may be emailed to Mrs. Tinkler at btinkler@bcps.org.  Both documents must be submitted at the same 

time to be accepted and reviewed by the school staff. 

mailto:btinkler@bcps.org
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4. If the paperwork is not turned into the office until the day of an event the volunteer will have to stay in the office 

until all databases have been checked and paperwork has been filed appropriately with the county.  Depending on 

what is going on in the office and how busy the databases are at the time, this may take a considerable amount of 

time, which could result in missing the event. 

If you would like to be considered as a chaperone for a field trip, the application and certificate must be on-file in the office, 

at least 1 week prior to the due date of the permission slip and money.  Reviewing the application takes time and we cannot 

guarantee the process is able to be completed immediately or quickly.  

 

Reminders from the School Nurse 

 
Students are not permitted to bring medication of any kind to school per Baltimore County Public 

Schools Policy.  This policy can be found in the student handbook and it is strictly enforced.  Some 

examples include:  asthma inhalers, allergy medication, Tylenol, cough drops, and antibiotics. 

 If your child needs medication in school, a written order by a medical provider must be 

supplied and an appropriately labeled pharmacy container must accompany the medical order (you can request a 

free second labeled bottle from the pharmacist for the school nurse).  Parents may download the Parent’s Request 
to Administer Medication in School Form from the Stoneleigh website at 

http://stoneleighes.bcps.org/staff_directory/nurse_s_suite/medications_in_school/   or they can obtain one from my 

office.  

 

 Morning Illness:  If your child is feeling ill before school and you err on the side of sending him/her to school, 

please send me an email so I am alert to any upcoming issues.  It will help me to assess and determine treatment 

and/or a need for a phone call.  Additionally, if you anticipate a visit to my office, it is helpful to know if your child 

was given Ibuprofen or Tylenol before school. 

 

 Pediculosis (head lice) is a common occurrence in children, particularly during the elementary school years. When 

children have head lice, they experience itching of the scalp and the presence of live lice in the hair or viable ova 

(nits) attached to the hair shafts.  Head lice require a human host in order to survive more than a few hours.  Head 

lice are most often transmitted within the family or through close head-to-head contact with infected people (e.g. 

sleepovers).  Here at Stoneleigh we have had a few cases of head lice this year so be sure to monitor your children if 

they complain of, or exhibit any signs of an infestation.  

Students who have live lice must be excluded from school until they are treated and free of live lice.  Students found 

to have lice are required to show proof of treatment in order to return to school.  Because, no disease process is 

associated with head lice, Baltimore County does not exclude students when nits remain after appropriate lice 

treatment, although further monitoring for signs of re-infestation is required per policy. 

 

 Clothes for the Health Suite to be used by children who need a change due to spills or accidents are always needed. 

Specifically, girl’s underwear and boys and girls pants; all sizes.  If you are cleaning out your closets, please 

remember the Stoneleigh Health Suite for donations of clothes that your children have outgrown.  

 

 Outdoor Recess: As the cold weather approaches please remember to dress your children 

appropriately. Even in the cold winter months, outdoor recess is a significant and 

important part of the student’s day. When given the chance for play and exercise, children 

perform best at their schoolwork, so it is important to get them outside whenever possible.  

 

Feel free to contact me at any time as issues arise: Tish Hess, RN: phess@BCPS.org or 410-828-

5285.  

 

 

 
 

http://stoneleighes.bcps.org/staff_directory/nurse_s_suite/medications_in_school/
mailto:phess@BCPS.org
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Counselor’s Corner 

 

Happy Fall Everyone! 

 

We have a couple of important reminders for you.  If your student is in fifth grade and interested in applying to a Baltimore 

County magnet school program, all applications are due on Friday, November 18, 2016.  You can access the application 

online at www.bcps.org/offices/omp. 

 

This month the focus of our classroom guidance lessons is on conflict resolution.  In December the lessons will review 

personal safety.  Be sure to ask your child about what he or she learned in the lesson each month.  Each lesson contains a 

note to parents reviewing the lesson material and is listed on worksheets that the students take home! 

 

Our student council voted on our fall service project.  We will be raising money for Kids Helping 

Hopkins.  The fundraiser will begin in early December.  Stay tuned for more information. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Library News 

 

Hello from Mrs. Mooney and Mrs. Schnirel.  As always, we’re very happy to be working with your children in the library 

media center! 

 

Book Exchange Policy:  Students in kindergarten and first grade may borrow one book and keep it 

for one week.  Students in grades 2-5 may borrow two books and keep them for two weeks.  Students 

must return borrowed library books before they check out any more.  If books are lost or too badly 

damaged to repair, the student is responsible for the cost of the book. 

 

Curriculum:  During the first quarter, students in Grades 2-5 learned about responsible digital citizenship.  Students in 

kindergarten and first grade learned about taking care of library books.  The kindergarteners are now enjoying the books of 

author and illustrator, Eric Carle while the first grade is learning about author and illustrator, Pat Hutchins.   

 

Vocal Music News 

 

Our Winter Concert is coming soon! 

 

The date is Tuesday December 6, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  All fifth graders in vocal music will be performing a variety of holiday 

and multicultural music.  As always, this year’s program will highlight traditions from many different holidays including 

Christmas and Hanukah, as well as a variety of fun winter songs.  We are very excited about this special event and hope to 

see you there! 

 

Last quarter, students in all grade levels worked hard learning new rhythms, singing challenging music, and playing various 

classroom instruments.  Fifth graders learned to sing, identify, and notate syncopation by using instruments and 

technology.  Fourth graders sang a new pizza song and began learning how to read 16
th

 notes.  They also 

created a music pizza and rhythm composition with various toppings.  Yum! 

 

Third grade students learned to read and sing pentatonic melodies. while learning how to compose their 

own music.  Classes will soon be trying a music notation program called Finale Notepad to compose with a 

computer.  This is a free program that you can download and create your own music at home too.  

http://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale-notepad/ 

 

Second graders will be creating leaves in art class that they will dance with while singing a song about fall.  First grade 

students learned how to read quarter and eighth notes.  Kindergarten learned a lot about steady beat and is now learning 

about high and low. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/offices/omp
http://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale-notepad/
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In November, students will learn a variety of songs and activities to help us appreciate the history and meaning of 

Thanksgiving.  Native American music will also be addressed in many classes. 

 

Be sure to follow Mr. Bosco on Twitter @SESBosco for updates and pictures from vocal music class and the WSES-TV 

morning announcements. 

 

Availability to Classrooms 

 

Classrooms are available to students from 8:30 a.m. until their designated dismissal time.  Walkers dismissal time 

is 3:15 p.m. and bus riders between 3:15-3:30 p.m.  Please note that no students may return to their 

classrooms after their designated dismissal time.  If your student forgets something, he or she will have to 

secure the item on the next school day.  Consider having your student team up with a buddy to contact for a 

forgotten assignment.  Students, parents, and guardians will not be permitted to return to unattended 

classrooms.  Thank you for your understanding as we work to build responsibility and independence in our students. 

 

Calls to School 

 
As Stoneleigh Elementary School has only two incoming/outgoing telephone lines and increased enrollment, it is important 

that after school changes/reminders for students, i.e. girl scouts, brownies are communicated to your student before they 

leave the house in the morning.  If you are uncertain about whether your student will remember a change in plans, please 

send a note to the teacher for that day. 

 

As always, emergency changes to dismissal plans should be communicated directly to the office staff as 

soon as possible so that we can facilitate this change with your student and the homeroom teacher. 

 

Changes? 

 
Throughout the school year, if your addresses, telephone number, cell phone number, work number or emergency 

information changes, please notify the school office immediately.  Any changes should be made in writing, addressed to the 

school office and signed by you. 

 

We ask that you comply with this request as it is important for the school to have the most up-to-date information 

concerning your children in the event of an emergency.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
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Online payment for school activities 

Credit and Debit cards accepted 
 

 
 

Are you tired of making an extra trip to school to pay a fee? 

 

Are you tired of sending your kids to school with cash or 

checks that they misplace? 

 

Would you rather make a payment anytime from the comfort 

of your own home? 
 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please visit our new payment site 

where you can now pay your student’s school fees by debit or credit card online 

using a web browser from any location, 24 hours a day. 

 

http://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD 

 
 

 

http://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD
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To purchase activities from your School District’s Online School Payments (OSP) site: 

1. Navigate to the Online School Payments website from any Web browser. (Be sure to bookmark this 

page!) 

Tip: For Baltimore County Public Schools use: http://osp.osmsinc.com/BaltimoreCountyMD 

 
2. Locate your school from the categories on the left side of the page. 

 
 

3. Select any activities you wish to purchase by clicking on the Activity Name. 
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4. Click Add to Cart to add this activity to your shopping cart. 

 
5. Here you may Continue Chopping to add additional activities (return to step 3) or press the Checkout 

button to complete the payment. 

6. You will now be asked to login if a returning user or create an account if you are a new user.   
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7. Next you will be asked to assign a student to each activity in your cart. 

 
8. If your student has already been added to the system, select their name from the Select Student Profile 

list box. Otherwise, click on the Add Student Profile button to add a new student, enter their information 

and press the Save Changes button. 
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9. OSP returns to the assign student screen where you can now select the student to assign to the activity 

and press the Next button. 

 
10. Next enter your address that will match the billing information you intend to use for payment and press 

the Next button to proceed. 
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11. Enter your card information and click the Review Order button. 

 
12. Review your order and click the Place Order button to submit your order. 
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13. Once the transaction is complete, OSP displays a Thank You message with the Order Number for this 

transaction. 

A receipt is also sent to your email address and is always stored in your OSP account under the Your 

Account tab. 

 

 


